
 Reading Photographs 
Recommended for Grades 9 to 12 

 

 
Examine the photograph closely and then answer the following questions.  
 
 

1. List the objects and figures included in the photograph.  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
What inferences can you make from recording this evidence? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

2. Which parts of the photograph are the most significant?  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Why? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

3. Is the subject posed or captured spontaneously?  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Why is this important? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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4. What do you think were the photographer’s intentions? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Did the photographer have an agenda in taking this photograph? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. What point of view or perspective is not included in this photograph? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. In broad terms, what does the photograph tell you about the time period in which  
it was taken? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

7. Write a title and a caption for this photograph. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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8. Put yourself inside the picture. Imagine taking a walk around the scene.  

· What do you see, hear, and smell?  
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
What types of things can you touch or taste? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

· What are you wearing?  
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
What does your clothing feel like? Is it comfortable? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

· Have you been to a place like this before? How was it similar or different? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

  
 
 


